
Course Syllabus - SPC1608 - Fundamentals of Speech, Summer 2022 

Asynchronous Online Course - 3 credit hours 
 

Catalog Description: In this course we will learn principles of oral communication common to speaking and 
listening. Emphasis on listening techniques, preparation, and delivery techniques for extemporaneous speaking 
(No prerequisites are required for this course). 

Student Engagement 

Professor: Dr. Mayra Holzer, West Campus, Office: 1-242B, Phone: (407) 582-1068 

 Student Engagement Hours (Canvas Email): MTWRF 9:30am-10:30am & 3:30pm-4:30pm 

During the student engagement hours your professor is available to answer students' questions and to discuss 
course content and assignments. Emails sent via Canvas will be promptly answered during these student 
engagement hours. Emails sent after the professor's student engagement hours will be answered by the next 
business morning (Monday through Friday). Students may also request a virtual conference with the 
professor (via Zoom) during the student engagement hours.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes - What we will learn about the public speaking process 

 Demonstrate a clear speaking goal as it relates to audience and contextual analysis. 
 Develop, organize, and support the verbal message. 
 Observe ethical responsibilities of both senders and receivers in an oral communication transaction. 
 Prepare and deliver extemporaneous speeches (using speaker notes) incorporating presentation aids. 
 Use critical thinking skills when preparing and delivering persuasive messages. 

 

Course Requirements for Meeting the Learning Outcomes 

 The course is delivered through Canvas, therefore, access to the Internet is needed to complete the 
course requirements. The modules build upon each other, so it is important to cover all material in a 
module before moving forward to the next to meet the learning outcomes successfully. 

 All reading materials and videos are provided to students at no charge. The assigned readings and videos 
are embedded in the corresponding learning modules.  

o The assigned videos (TED Talks and Ted Ed Lessons) are captioned for accessibility. 
o The readings are excerpts/chapters from two free online textbooks (Open Educational Resource) 

from the Open Textbook Library. Students can download a PDF version of the textbooks for 
offline access. Both texts also offer EPUB and EPUB3 versions for accessibility.  

 Stand Up, Speak Out: The Practice and Ethics of Public Speaking, published by the 
University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing.  

 Communication in the Real World: An Introduction to Communication Studies, published 
by the University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing.  

 Access to a digital video camera for recording speech assignments. Students will video-record their 
speech presentations and will post the informative and persuasive speeches in a module discussion board 
for peer review. 



Valencia Policies 

No Show Policy: The State of Florida requires attendance during the first week of classes by participating in the 
class activities embedded in the course orientation module.  Students must complete the Orientation Module, 
including the class discussion and orientation quiz, during the first week of classes to avoid being dropped as a 
"No Show."  If you are withdrawn as a “no show,” you will be financially responsible for the class and a final 
grade of “WN” will appear on your transcript for the course.” 

Attendance/Withdrawal Policy: Per Valencia policy, a student who withdraws from a class before the 
established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W."  The withdrawal deadline for a "W" grade 
is July 1st. Students may withdraw themselves by the deadline. After the deadline, students will receive the 
grade obtained based on the course grading components detailed below. The professor will not drop you for 
non-attendance after the first week, but missed work will get zero points, negatively impacting your grade. 

Student Code of Conduct: Valencia College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and 
learning but also to the development of responsible personal and social conduct. As a registered student, you 
assume the responsibility for conducting yourself in a manner that contributes positively to Valencia’s learning 
community and that does not impair, interfere with, or obstruct the orderly conduct, processes, and functions of 
the college as described in the Student Code of Conduct. 

Academic Integrity: According to College Policy 6Hx28: (10-18), all forms of academic dishonesty and 
misconduct are prohibited at Valencia Community College. Discussion posts, assignments, and speeches must 
be the student's original work. Academic dishonesty includes, but it is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, 
furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct, and misuse of 
identification with intent to defraud or deceive. Academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the 
assignment/quiz/speech for the first occurrence. Subsequent occurrences will result in a failing grade for the 
course. Academic dishonesty cases will be forwarded to the Dean of Students. 

 

Where to access student support at Valencia 
The faculty and staff and Valencia College want you to be successful at every step of your journey towards a 
better education. Resources are available to help you succeed. See various student support services below. 

Baycare Student Assistance Services/Counseling Services 

Valencia College strives to ensure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that 
purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, 
adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, 
home or work. BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP). services are free to all Valencia 
students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. If needed, the counselor may refer the student 
to appropriate resources or to speak face-to-face with a licensed counselor. BayCare Counseling through 
Valencia College. 

Contacting Academic Advisors 

Visit Valencia's Virtual Advising Center to connect with an academic advisor: Virtual Advising 

 



Students with Disabilities Policy 

Valencia is committed to ensuring that all of its programs and services are accessible to students with 
disabilities. The Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) determines reasonable and appropriate 
accommodations for qualified students with documented disabilities based upon the need and impact of the 
specific disability. Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter 
from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably 
during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based 
on appropriate documentation of disabilities (West Campus SSB 102, ext. 1523)." 

West Campus Communications Center 

The West Campus Communications Center provides learning support services for reading, writing, English, and 
speech skills. Also, it supports EAP students seeking to improve their communication and language skills in all 
academic areas. Instructors and lab assistants are available to answer your questions and assist with skill 
practice. 

Library 

At each campus library, librarians and other qualified staff can assist students with searching and finding items 
and information, MLA and APA citations, and technologies. The library provides a variety of books, eBooks, 
online articles, textbooks, DVDs and streaming videos to support course-related research and other learning 
needs. For more information, view the Library website. 

 

Course/Grading Policies 

Students are expected to meet deadlines to keep up with the pace of the course and for successful completion of 
the learning outcomes, as concepts build upon each other throughout the course. Modules will be released two 
weeks prior to the deadlines, and the "Weekly Schedule" for the term is available in the Orientation Module and 
also posted on the course home page. 

Late submissions of quizzes, discussion posts, written assignments, and speeches are allowed for partial credit, 
but will incur a 15% deduction per calendar day. Technology problems may occur unexpectedly (computer 
crashing, video issues, uploading wrong file, losing internet connection, etc.) and may cause students to miss 
the deadline. Therefore, time management is extremely important to help students be successful in an online 
environment. If experiencing technical difficulties, contact Canvas Help for technical assistance and email your 
course work to your professor by the due date. 

Extenuating circumstances (e.g. illness, jury duty, military service, etc) may warrant a late penalty waiver. If 
you miss a deadline contact your professor within 24-48 hours of the missed activity to schedule a Zoom 
appointment. During the Zoom appointment you and your professor will discuss the circumstances leading to 
missing the deadline as well as an approved plan/deadline for making up the work and whether the activity will 
receive full or partial credit.  

Students are highly encouraged to verify submissions in Canvas by checking the submission status through 
the “Grades” tab. From "Grades," click on "Show All Details" in the upper right hand corner to see the 
professor's feedback along with the score. For more information on how to view feedback on coursework 
submissions, refer to this tutorial: How do I view assignment comments from my instructor? 



Grading Components  

Breakdown of grades 

Component Point Value 

Module Quizzes 110 Points 

Class Discussions  70 Points 

Written Assignments 180 Points 

Narrative Speech 75 Points 

Informative Speech 100 Points 

Persuasive Speech 125 Points 

Peer Review of Speeches 50 Points 

Class Total 710 points 

Standard Grading Scale: 90%-100% A, 80%-89% B, 70%-79% C, 60%-69% D, 0-59% F 

NOTE: See the "Weekly Course Schedule" posted in the modules for detailed grade breakdown. 

Extra credit: Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 15 extra credit points in the form of bonus 
questions embedded in some of the module written assignments throughout the term. The bonus questions will 
cover module concepts in greater depth and have the same deadline as their corresponding activity. There will 
be no other extra credit opportunities in the term. 

Click here to view a tutorial on Viewing Grades in Canvas 

Grade appeals: Students are welcome to request a virtual conference with the instructor to discuss a speech or 
assignment grade. The assignment/speech along with its corresponding rubric will be reviewed during the 
conference. 

 

Our online class community guidelines 

 It is important to be aware of our behavior in an online learning environment to ensure positive 
interactions with each other.  

 Respect the privacy of other students. 
 Express differences of opinion in a respectful and rational manner. 
 Maintain an environment of constructive critique when commenting on the work of peers. 
 Remain focused on the learning topics during class discussions and activities. 

 

 


